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prisons before being, handed over to the Inquisition, Some
were then burnt as heretics, others died on the rack, and only
one man escaped after many years to tell the awful tale,
Hawkins struggled homewards, his men dying like flies from
hunger and disease, so that when he reached England at last
there were few survivors of that terrible voyage.

Mention has already been made of one Francis Drake, who
commanded the Judith in this ill-fated expedition. This young
Devonshire man, a square-faced, blue-eyed fellow with chestnut
hair, was as yet without fame, and his fortune consisted only
of the little Judith, which he had inherited from an old West-
Country skipper whom he had formerly served as an apprentice
in the coasting trade. He had ventured his all when he had
joined his kinsman Hawkins, and when he had returned to
Plymouth without profit, his heart was bitterly inflamed
against the Spaniard? 'or their treachery at San Juan de Ulloa.
But what increased his hatred for them most was not his own
loss, but the thought that so many of his comrades were at
the mercy of the Inquisition. He made a solemn vow that
he would never rest until he had rescued these men from the
hands of their persecutors, or if that was impossible, until he
had exacted vengeance to the full for all their sufferings.
Staunch, fanatical Protestant as he was, and hating all
Catholics alike, it seemed to him not only good patriotism,
but even a work of God, to kill a Spaniard whenever oppor-
tunity offered, and he resolved that as long as his life lasted he
.would devote it to the destruction of his country's enemies
m whatever part of the world he might find them. Single-
handed, if necessary, he would defy the might of Spain.

Such was the daring and audacious spirit of the man who in
May, 1552, five years after his voyage with Hawkins, set out
from Plymouth with but seventy-three men in two stnall ships
called the Pasha and the Swan, and on July 29 hove-to off
Nombre de Dios, on the Isthmus of Panama, in South
-America.* In this town was stored a vast amount of treasure
waiting to be shipped to Spain, and Drake promised his men